MI Connections: Creating Supportive Networks for Youth


MI Connections: Funding Request for Local Sites
Date: ____/____/____
	Name of school or organization hosting the MI Connections Local Site:

	

	Number of youth enrolled as MI Connections members:

	Number of youth that will participate in the activities:

	What is the overall goal(s) your group has decided on for this year?

	

	What type of activities are youth planning based on the attached Four Design Features chart? (Numbers/Letters corresponding to the chart are all that are necessary)

	

	Brief Description of the project, activities, or events for which you are requesting startup funding: 

	(attach business plan, if you are applying for business startup funding)
(if you need more space, please continue on the back or attach an additional sheet of paper)

	Specific costs for which you are requesting startup funding:

	


Reminders:

· All activities must be youth initiated and youth directed, based on their interests and preferences.

· Make sure at least 5 youth with disabilities are “officially” enrolled in MI Connections before submitting your funding request. These youth are the ones that are planning activities.  (see the Startup Guide)
· MI Connections members should involve other youth in planning and in participation. These can be school-wide activities. Think: broad impact!
· But start small. 

· At first, enroll only youth that are taking ownership of the activities and doing the planning. Do not enroll everyone that participates. Add other interested youth as they show interest and get involved. 
· Plan three main activities or one project between now and the end of the year. Planning for these activities becomes an activity in itself. Take the time to let youth learn to plan and implement their ideas.
· You are not alone!

· By the end of the school year there may be over 20 MI Connections Local Sites. We are creating a network that will become a learning community. This will increase learning, resources, and community support.
· Need ideas? Need assistance? Need connections? Need more funding? Need other resources? Do you have questions? PLEASE ASK!!! That is what I am here for. Please invite me to these activities so I can take pictures!
· Funding can be used for 
· Project materials and equipment
· Transportation
· Food
· Challenge course cost
· Small Business Startup costs
· Other costs directly related to the planned activity
· Get creative!
· Funding cannot be distributed as a minigrant. Costs must be invoiced to Ron Irvine or recepts must be sent for reimbursement.
· Funding will be given on a first-come, first-serve basis. March 14 will start the second round of funding requests. This means that if you have already requested your $300.00, you can then request additional money for your project. After March 14, funding will become discretionary, based on quality of your plan, and outcomes. 
· This request can be emailed, snail mailed, faxed, or inter-office mailed.
Thanks,

Ron Irvine

MI Connections

Kent Transition Center

1800 Leffingwell NE

Grand Rapids MI 49525

Office: 616.301.6198

Fax:      616. 365.2225

ronaldirvine@kentisd.org 
MI Connections: Design Features
Research-based Activities that Improve Outcomes for Youth
	I. Preparatory Experiences
	II. Connecting Activities
	III. Work-based Experiences
	IV. Leadership Development

	a. Career assessment

Formal and informal, hands-on and activity-based, Internet-based, computer software
b. Opportunity Awareness 

Career research, speakers, informational interviews, community mapping

c. Work readiness skills

Soft skills development, computer competency, job search skills, interviewing 
	a. Academic tutoring 

Peer tutors, community organizations, adult, individual, group

b. Mentoring

Adult, individual, group, Ementoring

c. Assistive Technology 

Consultation, awareness, devices

d. Transportation 

Driver’s education, mobility training, public transportation, and alternatives

e. Workforce training and postsecondary education

Rehabilitation Services,

Michigan Works!, WIA Youth Employment Programs, College visits and disability services
	a. Industry site visits and tours 

b. Job shadowing

Individual or groups

c. Internships

Paid or unpaid
d. Entrepreneurship
School-based enterprise, micro-enterprise, small business development, small business information centers, entrepreneurial resources
	a. Supportive adults

Formal and informal, role models, mentors, relatives, youth organization leaders 

b. Peer Mentors

Supportive peer group, pen pal, peer role models, peer mediation
c. Opportunities for personal growth

Self-determination,  self-advocacy, conflict resolution, goal setting, planning, disability awareness 

d. Leadership opportunities

Leadership training and experiences, service learning, community involvement


For more information and research, go to the High School/High Tech Program Manual http://www.highschoolhightech.net
Don’t ask me what i want to be, until I’ve had a chance to explore the possibilities


