Environmental Scan—focus on work and youth at-risk
· Nearly one-half of 17-year-olds cannot read or compute at the 9th grade level.
              Source: http://www.carnegie.org/pdf/literacy.pdf
· Only 68 percent of students entering high school earn a standard high school diploma. Another 16 percent eventually receive an alternative diploma, such as a GED.

· Tracking the 1,922 GRPS students who started high school in the 1997-98 school year, Arpin
 said just 37 percent graduated in the traditional program. While 8 percent of the students officially dropped out, 7 percent were employed and 18 percent could not be accounted for. About 11 percent were short of the credits needed for graduation, 2 percent were in alternative education courses, 3 percent obtained a general education diploma and 1 percent are institutionalized. About 12 percent transferred to other schools.

· Of the high school graduates who go to college, approximately 30 percent need to take a remedial course in basic subjects like English and algebra.

· Developmental education continues to increase at community colleges.

· Young families (under age 30) headed by a high school dropout earned about $15,000 annually, compared with $26,000 for those headed by a high school graduate and $53,000 for a family headed by a college graduate.

At-Risk Youth

US Statistics -- Occurrences since Jan 1, 2002

	352383
	Americans have died prematurely this year from the effects of smoking.

	9177
	18 year olds and under started smoking this year.

	880958
	people have been injured in alcohol-related motor vehicle accidents.

	396431
	18 year olds and under that have been arrested for drug abuse violations this year.

	3671
	18 year olds and under have been killed by handguns this year.

	9788
	18 year olds and under have been wounded by guns.

	88096
	18 year olds and under have been arrested for violent crimes this year.

	62926
	students have been assaulted at school this year

	20022
	murders have been committed this year.

	969054
	people have been robbed this year.

	1541676
	people have been assaulted this year.

	110120
	rapes have taken place.

	2202395
	reports of abused or neglected children have been made this year.

	918
	children have died because of child abuse this year.

	4079
	suicides have taken place this year among 15-24 year olds.

	418455
	babies have been born to unwed teenage girls this year.

	146826
	18 year olds and under have been arrested as runaways this year.

	2422634
	hate crimes have been reported in America this year.

	6078610
	guns have entered into the stream of commerce this year.

	9372
	acts of violence have been seen on TV this year by the average 18 year-old


http://www.at-risk.com/ws_reality.asp 

Homelessness

Locally
· Over 300 children are in a shelter on any given night in the city of Grand Rapids.

· Over 400 adults are in a shelter on any given night in the city of Grand Rapids.

· Last school year, homeless students were in attendance at 67% of GRPS schools.

· Since the beginning of this (2002-3) school year (12 weeks), 149 families with 284 school age children have gone to the Salvation Army requesting shelter. That’s an average of 23 new homeless students every week.

· It is estimated that over 1.35 million children are homeless each year in the United States. Of these children: 35% stay in shelters, 34% live doubled up, and 23% live in motels and other places. 

(November 17, GRPS Telestaff, GRPS Homeless Assistance Program)

Nationally
· In the US, more than two million people have experienced homelessness some time during 2002.
· The homeless population includes hundreds of thousands of people with disabilities. Studies show that people with disabilities are over-represented within the homeless population. They are more likely to have repeated episodes of homelessness and remain homeless for longer periods of time.
· Estimates of the number of people who are considered chronically homeless range from 150,000 to 200,000 or more. Virtually all chronically homeless people have some disabling health condition, and many have severe disabilities – particularly co-occurring mental illness and substance use disorders. Most are single adults, although there are a growing number of families with minor children who are chronically homeless. Many of the adults and children in this group also have disabilities.
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Among those at a higher risk of being left out are 15 million youths between 16 and 24 who are not in school.* Seventy percent of them have a high-school diploma or less, and five million live in distressed communities. These young people form a major source of human capital for the next century. We cannot afford to leave this source untapped. Effective strategies to help out-of-school youth find employment must address personal, societal, academic and professional challenges. Job training alone is not enough: while young people need “hard” career-oriented skills, such as computer training, they also need “soft” skills, such as learning how to interview for a job. Programs and services are needed that apply a “360 degree approach” by focusing on the whole person and engaging the whole community.
*U.S. Department of Labor, Bureau of Labor Statistics, Employment and Earnings, November 1998, Table A-16.

SOURCE: FUTUREWORK: Trends and Challenges for the 21st Century.
A REPORT OF THE UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF LABOR. ALEXIS M. HERMAN, SECRETARY

Labor Day 1999

Appendix B: What about the Dropouts?
American society has decided that it can no longer afford to have students drop out of school because of the serious implications for social stability and economic development. Youth who drop out generally experience negative outcomes—unemployment, underemployment, and incarceration. School dropouts report unemployment rates as much as 40% higher than youth that have completed school. Arrest rates are alarming for youth with disabilities that drop out of school—73% for students with emotional/behavioral disabilities and 62% for students with learning disabilities. More than 80% of individuals incarcerated are high school dropouts (Office of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention, 1995). When taxpayers spend approximately $51,000 per year to incarcerate one person, compared to approximately $11,500 to educate one child with a disability, the cost effectiveness of high school graduation is obvious.

http://www.ncset.org/publications/viewdesc.asp?id=425
Appendix C: Who are the working poor?
More than nine million working Americans were living in poverty in 1997, and one-quarter of those worked full time, year round. For those in poverty it is a struggle just having a roof overhead and food on the table. A family of three living in poverty did not even make $13,000 in 1997. The working poor are disproportionately—nearly 60 percent—women. And minority women are more than twice as likely to be poor as white women. Workers in families with children, especially young children, are more likely to be living in poverty. Almost three million poor workers were in families with children under six years of age. In 1995, ten percent of full-time workers with significant disabilities were poor—and they were more than three times as likely to fall below the poverty line as people without disabilities. Many of the working poor are teachers’ aides and childcare providers. They are home health aides, caring for the sick, elderly, and severely disabled. They serve coffee at lunch counters and clean office buildings in communities across the country. They also work in security at the nation’s airports, screening passenger luggage and operating metal detectors. Nationwide, soup kitchens, food pantries, and homeless shelters are increasingly serving the working poor, not just the unemployed. In 1997, requests for emergency food aid increased in 86 percent of the cities surveyed by the U.S. Conference of Mayors. More than two-thirds of cities cited low-paying jobs as one of the main causes of hunger. Another study confirmed that three of five families seeking emergency food aid did so even though one or more family members was working. While there are fewer working Americans living in poverty than just a few years ago, particularly given the expansion of the Earned Income Tax Credit and the increase in the minimum wage, success is still a long way off. No working family should have to live in poverty.

SOURCES: U.S. Department of Commerce, Census Bureau; U.S. Department of Education, National Institute on Disability and Rehabilitation Research; and the U.S. Conference of Mayors.

FUTUREWORK: Trends and Challenges for the 21st Century.
A REPORT OF THE UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF LABOR. ALEXIS M. HERMAN, SECRETARY

Labor Day 1999
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