	MI Connections: Community Resources for Youth


	Description of Activity or Service: 

Art Activity at the GR Art Museum for youth/adult mentoring matches.

Does not have to be an “official” mentoring match.

	An art activity is being planned every month for youth/adult mentoring matches (formal or informal). If a youth is interested in art and has a supportive adult that would like to join her/him at the Grand Rapids Art Museum once a month, then call for more information. Mention that this event is being sponsored by the Kent County Mentoring Collaborative.


	Organization: Kent County Mentoring Collaborative

	Contact Person: Cicely Wiers

	Phone Number: 1.800.volunteer
	Email: cwiers@unitedwaycares.com 


	
	
	MI Connections: Community Resources for Youth

Description of Activity or Service:

 Need a Volunteer for your MI Connections activities?

Just

· Register your organization

· Then list your needs on-line

You can call for assistance below, or register on-line at www.unitedwaycares.com.

Under United Way’s 2-1-1, select “Give Help”

Click on the link under the heading “Agency Sign in”

Under “New Organizations” click on “Register Here”

Organization: Heart of West Michigan United Way—Volunteer Center
Contact Person: Volunteer center receptionist
Phone Number: 1.800.volunteer
Website: www.unitedwaycares.com


	
	
	

	MI Connections: Community Resources for Youth

Description of Activity or Service: 

Need a mentor? 

Do you have a students that could really benefit from having a mentor? There is a person at United Way that is the “expert” on community resources for mentoring and has visited and interviewed many of the mentoring organizations in Kent County.

Organization: United Way and the Kent County Mentoring Collaborative
Contact Person: Cicely Wiers
Phone Number: 616.459.6281
Email: cwiers@unitedwaycares.com 

	
	MI Connections: Community Resources for Youth

Description of Activity or Service:

VSA Arts: Area artists to teach art classes in schools 

If you are interested in being a part of an after-school (of during school) class taught by a local artist, the help plan the VSA Arts classes by finding a teacher to help coordinate it and call for more information below. This program will start in the fall.
Organization: VSA Arts of Grand Rapids
Contact Person: Michele Suchovsky (Director)
Phone Number: 616.451.0452
Email: vsagr@iserv.net 


	MI Connections: Community Resources for Youth

Description of Activity or Service:

Create your own TV show in a real TV Studio

With a minimal amount of training, youth can learn to operate TV equipment, produce a TV show, or just volunteer to use your new skills to help others make their show.

Eventually you can even check out the equipment, dude!

Check out more info on the website: http://www.grtv.org/ 
Organization: Grand Rapids Community Media Center
Contact Person: GRTV help desk
Phone Number: 616.459.4788
Email: chuck@grcmc.org

	
	MI Connections: Community Resources for Youth

Description of Activity or Service:

Create your own movie at your school or other community location

MoLLIE stands for the Mobile Learning Lab for Information Education. It is available for schools to use to create a movie on-site. Students must come up with the concept for the movie. The lab trains students how to use the equipment and edit the movie.  What a leadership opportunity! See more information at check out movies made by youth at: http://mollie.grcmc.org/ 
The cost is 90% underwritten by grants. A co-pay of 10% is charged to the school or organization (about $18.00).

Organization: Grand Rapids Community Media Center
Contact Person: Mannie Gentile
Phone Number: 616.732.9030
Email: mannie@grcmc.org


	
	
	

	MI Connections: Community Resources for Youth

Description of Activity or Service:

Create your own Website and/or one for your MI Connections club. 

Learn to make your own website by taking a class at the Community Media Center. You’ll get a username and password to use the computer lab anytime CMC is open. Dreamweaver is the web design program that is taught. 

Joining is only $10 per year. And class is only $10.

Organization: Grand Rapids Community Media Center
Contact Person: Community Media Center help desk
Phone Number: 616.459.4788
Email: Call first

	
	MI Connections: Community Resources for Youth

Description of Activity or Service:

Ementoring 

Through the statewide MI Connections project and Michigan Rehabilitation Services, we have the opportunity to bring in trainers from the National Center on Secondary Education and Transition to get a group or two starting with ementoring. The concept: a classroom partners with a business, and the teacher facilitates topics for discussion by email. The mentors meet with the students (mentees) two times per year as a group. Topics can be about career, youth development, leadership, staying in school, going to college, etc.
For more info, go to: http://www.ici.umn.edu/ementoring/ 
Organization: MI Connections
Contact Person: Ron Irvine
Phone Number: 616.301.6198
Email: ronaldirvine@kentisd.org 



	MI Connections: Community Resources for Youth


	Description of Activity or Service:

Get help with IEP and Transition Planning


	Often the IEP and Transition Plan is a document that is simply done for compliance and then filed for the year. What if the planning process was a living, changing, dynamic process and gave real life to IEPs and Transition Plans. What if students were leading this thing with their ideas, interests, and dreams? What if this became a way to give education meaning for youth?
Lets learn to think a bit differently about student planning.


	Organization: MI Connections and Disability Advocates of Kent County

	Contact Persons: Ron Irvine or Brenda VandeVoort
                              616.301.6198 or 616.949.1100 x232

	Phone Number: above
	Email: ronaldirvine@kentisd.org
brenda.v@disabilityadvocates.us 


	
	
	MI Connections: Community Resources for Youth

Description of Activity or Service:

Raise money for your MI Connections project

Noto’s Old World Italian Dining is offering a way to raise money for school groups by selling a discount card to Noto’s.
Organization: Noto’s Old World Italian Dining
Contact Person: Tony Noto or ask the main desk
Phone Number: 616.493.6686
Email: anthonyjnoto@yahoo.com 


	
	
	

	MI Connections: Community Resources for Youth

Description of Activity or Service:

Interested in starting a small business or microenterprise?

Then your first stop should be the Business Information Center. This is funded by the Small Business Administration with many local partners. It is located in downtown Grand Rapids at:

 25 Sheldon SE, YWCA Building
http://www.misbtdc.org/region7/BusinessInformationCenter.asp 

Organization: Business Information Center
Contact Person: Front Desk
Phone Number: 616.458.3404
Email: call for more info

	
	MI Connections: Community Resources for Youth

Description of Activity or Service:

Challenge Course Leadership Training

The Kent Intermediate School District has a Ropes/challenge course that MI Connections has been using since its beginning. If you want a way to learn more about personal leadership and about yourself and have a lot of fun doing it, contact Steve Norman. He is the facilitator that has developed the leadership training for MI Connections at the challenge course.
Organization: KISD Challenge Course
Contact Person: Steve Norman
Phone Number: 616.365.2379
Email: normans@grps.k12.mi.us 



	MI Connections: Community Resources for Youth


	Description of Activity or Service:

	Attend a college class. 
If your career interest requires a college degree, why not visit a college class while you are still exploring your options?


	Most colleges will be able to allow visitations to specific classes that are related to your career interest. 
We have had a conversation about this with GRCC’s Disability Support Services office. Grand Rapids Community College is always a good place to start.


	Organization: Grand Rapids Community College

	Contact Person: Disability Support Services staff

	Phone Number: 616.234.4140
	Email: Call first and explain what you need.


	
	
	MI Connections: Community Resources for Youth

Description of Activity or Service:

Take Cognitive Skills Training. Learn to learn, think strategically, solve problems more easily, gain the thinking skills needed for success in college, employment, and life.

Based on the Feuerstein’s Instrumental Enrichment model, this cognitive skills training is being offered through MI Connections. There are approximately 50 teachers trained in Kent County and a curriculum in being developed through KISD.

Organization: MI Connections of Kent County
Contact Person: Ron Irvine
Phone Number: 616.301.6198
Email: ronaldirvine@kentisd.org 


	
	
	

	MI Connections: Community Resources for Youth

Description of Activity or Service:

Michigan Youth Leadership Forum
The Michigan Youth Leadership Forum, is a unique leadership training program for high school juniors and seniors with disabilities. Young people with disabilities cultivate leadership, citizenship, and social skills. Students with leadership potential are selected through a competitive application process and attend at no cost to them or their families.
http://www.michigan.gov/cis/0%2C1607%2C7-154-28077_28545-14851--%2C00.html 
Organization: Michigan Commission on Disability Concerns
Contact Person: Bill Milzarski
Phone Number: 1.877.499.6232
Email: milzarskiw@michigan.gov 

	
	MI Connections: Community Resources for Youth

Description of Activity or Service:

MI Connections Youth Leadership Forum 
of Kent County

Similar to last summer’s MI Connections Summer Event, this event will be 3 to 4 days in early August. The focus will be youth leadership training. This will be offered in partnership with the MI Youth Leadership Forum, MI Commission on Disability Concerns, Disability Advocates of Kent County, and the ARC of Kent County along with the MI Connections Steering Council.
Organization: MI Connections of Kent County
Contact Person: Ron Irvine
Phone Number: 616.301.6198
Email: ronaldirvine@kentisd.org 



	MI Connections: Community Resources for Youth


	Description of Activity or Service:

Need help? Need to locate a Community Organization to get help?

Call 2-1-1 or search on-line at www.unitedwaycares.org 

	Whether the needs is a utility shutoff, food pantry, housing, counseling services, or just find out what youth clubs are in your neighborhood. Check out this One Stop source of community resources.

	Organization: Heart of W. Michigan United Way

	Contact Person: Information and Referral Specialist

	Phone Number: 2-1-1
	Website: http://referweb.net/grandrapids/ 


	
	
	MI Connections: Community Resources for Youth

Description of Activity or Service:

Want to volunteer?
Volunteering is a great way to exercise community leadership!!!
There are hundreds of opportunities across Kent County. You are bound to find something that fits your interest. Use volunteering to explore a career interest. Don’t forget, most colleges and some high schools require community service hours to graduate. And it looks soooo good on a resume. And what fun!!!

Organization: Heart of W. Michigan United Way
Contact Person: Information and Referral Specialist
Phone Number: 2-1-1
Website: http://referweb.net/grandrapids/


	
	
	

	MI Connections: Community Resources for Youth

Description of Activity or Service:

Want to visit a college level job training class???

Whether your career interest is auto technology, metal forming, welding, construction, masonry, or computers, MTEC might be the place for you. Or, at least, go and see if it is.
MTEC has been a partner of MI Connections and is a great place for training for both youth and adults.

Organization: MTEC of Grand Rapids Community College
Contact Person: George Waite (Director)
Phone Number: 616.234.3818
Email: gwaite@grcc.edu 

	
	MI Connections: Community Resources for Youth

Description of Activity or Service:

Want to know which businesses are interested in working with schools and youth???

Funded by the Workforce Development Board and in partnership with area businesses, KISD, GRCC, and Michigan Works! this resource is an invaluable source of employers that want to be involved in the education of our youth. You can search by tours, job shadow, career speaker, mock interviewing, etc.
Work-based learning forms and info on risk management is also available on this site.

Organization: Workpaths.com
Contact Person:

Phone Number: 616.241.5920
Website: www.workpaths.com 



	MI Connections: Community Resources for Youth


	Description of Activity or Service:

Start Something! 


	Start Something is a free program that helps youth ages 8-17 decide who they are, what they want to do with their lives, and how to go about doing it. A artnership between Target and the Tiger Woods Foundation, this program now has over 2 million youth enrolled. And Target Stores has awarded more than $900,000 in scholarships to help youth make their dreams a reality.
To get more info, order the materials, and register to use the on-line curriculum, go to:  http://startsomething.target.com 


	Organization: Start Something

	Contact Person: Maureen Beck (education specialist)

	Phone Number: 1.800.316.6142 
  612.824.0008 (Maureen)
	Email: maureen@englundconsulting.com 


	
	
	MI Connections: Community Resources for Youth

Description of Activity or Service:

Do you know of a community resource to share with other MI Connections Local Sites???
The power of MI Connections is collaboration. Alone and isolated we can do very little. Together we CAN make a difference.
Please send any information that could be used by interested youth to me and I’ll format it into card form and send it to the sites to be added to their resources.

Organization: MI Connections
Contact Person: Ron Irvine
Phone Number: 616.301.6198
Email: ronaldirvine@kentisd.org 
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