Don’t ask me what I want to be, until I’ve had a chance to explore the possibilities!!!
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MiConnections
Summer Exploration
List of summer activities coordinated by MiConnections AND On Your Own Activities
	Youth leadership begins with: 

1. knowing and exploring one's community
2. knowing and using the resources that are available to reach your goals

	Why sit around ALL summer?

Come explore your interests
with other youth


To sign up, fill out the sign up form and send to Ron Irvine, 
or just call (301-6198)

For more information call:

Ron Irvine

301-6198
Kent Transition Center

1800 Leffingwell NE

Grand Rapids MI 49525

Directly behind (West of) the

Kent Career / Tech Center

Off E. Beltline

Just South of Knapp
Park in Lot #7
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	MI Connections Summer Activities—2005
~ Coordinated Activities ~  

	Activity/ Where?
	When?
	What?
	Why? What’s in it for me?
	How Do I Connect?

	The first three activities require coordination through school and MiConnections
· School Chaperone

· School Permission Forms

· MiConnections Enrollment

	Challenge Course at Kent Intermediate School District


	June 22-23

OR

July 12-13

8:30 to 3:00
	Learn about leadership, problem solving, and working as a team. Hands on experiential learning is the most powerful way to learn
	· Develop your leadership skills

· Challenge yourself

· Amaze yourself at what you can do!
	Sign up with Ron Irvine

301-6198
Limit—30 youth

	GVSU’s Environmental Science Lab boat trip on Lake Michigan to learn about water quality

	July 20 from 11:00 to 4:30. Boat trip from 
	GVSU’s Environmental Science Lab boat trip on Lake Michigan is a hands-on activity to learn about science, the environment, and water quality. You get to help with testing in the lab.
	· Learn about working in a science lab

· Help your environment

· Learn more about Grand Valley State University

· Boat ride is good!
	Sign up with Ron Irvine

301-6198
Limit—20 youth

	Tour of GRCC’s 
M-TEC &

Applied Tech Center

With Cookout!

Parents Invited, too!
	July 14 from 5:30 pm to 8:30 pm
	Parent / Student Tour of GRCC’s Technical Education Center (M-TEC) and their Applied Technology Center; a college level training facility for all kinds of technical careers.
	· A college option for everyone!

· See these state of the art technical training facilitites

· A time to get to know other families involveed with MiConnections

· Parents can see potential technical training available
	Sign up with Ron Irvine

301-6198
No Limit

	MI Connections Summer Activities—2005

~ On Your Own ~  

	Activity/ Where?
	When?
	What?
	Why? What’s in it for me?
	How Do I Connect?

	ON YOUR OWN!!! Exploration Activities

· The following activities are offered in our community this summer

· If there is a cost, MiConnections will pay for youth enrolled in MiConnections

· We’ll help you enroll, if needed

	Service Projects with Campfire USA Americorps
	 ~ Friday, June 3, at Camp Tall Turf to help them get their camp ready for the start of their summer programs
	· Learn more about yourself

· Help others in your community

· Put it on your resume
	If interested, Ron Irvine

301-6198


	
	~ Monday June 6 we will be at Roosevelt Park Community Church helping them clean for their summer programs
	· 
	

	
	~ Tuesday and Wednesday June 7 and 8 we will be here in Grand Rapids working on some Habitat Homes.  
	· 
	

	Start Something
@ Sheldon Michigan Works (Computer Lab)
	Fridays, 

July 8, 15, 22, 29 from 

1:00 to 3:00
	Start something was created by the Tiger Woods Foundation and is funded through Target. It is an independent study to discover your dreams and aspirations.
	· Get to know yourself

· Plan for your future

· discover your dreams

· Apply for funding to follow your dreams (up to $5000)
	Sign up with Ron Irvine

301-6198
No Limit

	Create computer animation @ GRCC’s Applied Technology Center
	July 26 or 28????
	Create animation in a computer lab and learn more about Ferris State University’s Digital Animation and Gaming degree
	· Create cool animation in their lab

· Find out more about careers in the animation field.
	Sign up with Ron Irvine

301-6198
Limit—20 

	Michigan Works! tour and workshop: Make It Your Mission
	July 27 at 1:00 or 2:00???
	Get a tour of this great clearinghouse of employment information and learn to search for jobs
	· Get to know this employment service that you can use for the rest of your life
	Sign up with Ron Irvine

No limit

	Cognitive development classes

	Based on schedules of interested youth
	Learning to think. Learning to learn. A proven method for cognitive development; tested over time and through experience, outcomes, and research

	· Get better at thinking, planning, solving problems, and academics
· Prepare your mind for college and employment
	Call Ron Irvine 301-6198. Student must be willing to commit to at least one 6-week session.  

	MI Connections Summer Activities—2005

~ On Your Own ~  

	Activity/ Where?
	When?
	What?
	Why? What’s in it for me?
	How Do I Connect?

	Activities Offered at the Community Media Center (459-4788)

	Tour of the Community Media Center (CMC) 

711 Bridge St. NW GR. (459-4788) Above the Bridge Street Library (entrance at rear of building)
	June 29 at 2:00
	Come tour this community facility, which houses GRTV (a public TV station & studio), WYCE (public radio station), a computer lab (with training to develop your own web site), and several other cool programs. 
	· Learn to create a web page. Help create the MI Connection web site.

· Learn to make your own TV show.

· Learn about MoLLIE: this mobile lab will come to your school and teach a group of students to film a TV show.
	Call Ron Irvine for tour.
301-6198

	Community Media Center Orientation

711 Bridge St. NW GR. (459-4788) Above the Bridge Street Library (entrance at rear of building)
	Saturday June 4th, Aug. 6th,
10:00 am - 1:00 pm or
Thursday July 7th, 6:00 pm - 9:00 pm 


	If you wish to become members of the CMC, this orientation is where you start. It is offered once per month. This is an introduction to Community Media history and philosophy, media literacy and the resources of the CMC.
	· Become a member of the Community Media Center by going to this class.

· Then you can use all the stuff mentioned above.
	Register for the orientation by calling the front desk of the CMC at 459-4788.

	Create your own web page—Beginners: class at the Community Media Center
	Second Friday of each Month 
5:45 PM to 8:30 PM
	Creating your own web site. MI Connections is planning to develop a web site. We want this to be youth directed. Join Ron to learn how.
	· You learn how to make your own web page

· You’ll be a part of designing what MI Connections website looks like
	Attend an orientation so you can become a member. Sign up with CMC.

Call Ron.

	Create your own web page—advanced at the Community Media Center 
	Third Friday of each Month
5:45 PM to 8:30 PM
	Continuation of the above Beginners class. 
	· You can make web pages that are even more cool.
	Must complete the beginner’s class first.

	MI Connections Summer Activities—2005

~ On Your Own ~  

	Activity/ Where?
	When?
	What?
	Why? What’s in it for me?
	How Do I Connect?

	Activities Offered through the ARC of Kent County (459-3339)

	Volunteer for ARCTREK: the 15th annual celebration of the ADA at Johnson Park
	July 23
	This event needs volunteers to help with a day of celebration and cookout in the park.
	· Interested in working with adults with disabilities?

· A great service project

· Put it on your resume 
	Call the ARC of Kent County at 459-3339

	Make a Video at the ARC of Kent County
	To be determined
	Help the ARC make a video of their organization using the mobile lab of the Community Media Center
	· Learn more about making videos and movies

· Use your creativity to help others

· Put it on your resume
	Call the ARC of Kent County at 459-3339

limit—2 youth

	Ongoing Free Workshops Offered at Michigan Works!

	Make It Your Mission @ Sheldon Complex Michigan Works
	July 27 at 1:00 or 2:00???
	In a computer lab setting, the class will build individual “Mission Statements” and learn how to use those in career planning.
	· Learn what motivates you

· Create your own mission statement

· Learn more about this employment service
	Call Ron Irvine (301-6198) or Call Sheldon Michigan Works (336-4040)

	Professional Looking Resumes

@ Sheldon Complex Michigan Works
	Every Other Monday and Tuesday at 1:30
	Preparation of a resume and cover letter using a software program.
	· Create a resume

· Learn more about this employment service
	Call Michigan Works to confirm

	Ongoing Free Workshops Offered at Michigan Works!

	Mock Interviewing Workshop 

@ Sheldon Complex Michigan Works
	Every other Wednesday at 1:30
	Specifically designed to develop, improve and strengthen your skills in the interviewing process.
	· Learn to survive an interview successfully!

· Learn more about this employment service
	Call Sheldon Michigan Works to confirm (336-4040)

	Choosing a Vocational Training Provider @ M-Tec Michigan Works
	Every Monday at 10:00 am
	Exploration and investigation into training programs what will benefit in terms of employment. Options for funding of training will also be covered.
	· Find out about adult job training options

· Learn more about this employment service
	Call M-TEC Michigan Works to confirm (234-3398)

	Career Exploration Internet Job Searching
@ Leonard Complex Michigan Works
	Every other Friday at 10:00 am
	Exploration of a wide range of careers availble, decision making, choosing a vocational provider and use of the training information website (CECR).
	· Learn how to explore careers and training

· Search for a job

· Learn more about this employment service
	Call Leonard Michigan Works to confirm (336-4460)

	Resume Content Development
@ Sheldon & Leonard Complex Michigan Works
	Sheldon – Tuesday at 10:30 AM
Leonard – Tuesday at 2:00 pm
	Discussion and examples of different types of resumes and more.
	· Want a job? Then you’ll need a resume

· Learn how to create your resume
	Call Sheldon –

(336-4040)

or Leonard (336-4460)
to confirm 

	Job Search Techniques
@ Sheldon and Leonard Complex Michigan Works
	Sheldon – Every Friday at 1:30 pm  Leonard – Every other Wednesday at 2:00 pm.
	Effective job search techniques include telephone contact, employment applications and more.
	· Learn more about searching for a job

· Learn more about this employment service
	Call Sheldon –

(336-4040)

or Leonard (336-4460)
to confirm

	Basic Computer Skills @ Sheldon Complex Michigan Works
	Every other Thursday at 1:30 pm
	Learning the foundation of Basic computer skills such as how to usde a mouse and keyboard, etc.
	· Learn how to use a computer

· Learn more about this employment service
	Call Sheldon Michigan Works to confirm (336-4040)

	Interviewing Skills @ Sheldon & Leonard Complex Michigan Works
	Sheldon – Thursday at 10:30 am
Leonard – Thursday at 2:00 pm
	Discussion on proper interviewing etiquette, ways to present skills and experience.
	· Want a job? Then you’ll have to learn to interview effectively. Come learn more.

· Learn more about this employment service
	Call Sheldon –

(336-4040)

or Leonard (336-4460)
to confirm

	Orientation (WIA Program) @ Sheldon and Leonard Complex Michigan Works
	Sheldon – Every Tuesday & Thursday at 10:00 am
Leonard – Every Tuesday & Thursday at 1:30 pm
	Michigan Works! helps to connect job seekers with employers.
	· Learn more about the WIA Program.

· Learn more about this employment service
	Call Sheldon –

(336-4040)

or Leonard (336-4460)
to confirm

	Internet Job Searching @ Sheldon Complex Michigan Works
	2nd Friday of every month at 10:00 am
	Learn the necessary internet job searching skills to access internet listed jobs, career information and specific labor market information.
	· Learn how to explore careers and training

· Search for a job

· Learn more about this employment service
	Call Sheldon Michigan Works to confirm (336-4040)

	MI Connections Summer Activities—2005

~ On Your Own ~

	Activity/ Where?
	When?
	What?
	Why? What’s in it for me?
	How Do I Connect?

	Various Other Opportunities Available in the Community

	Bocce Ball @ Noto’s Old World Italian Dining
	July 11- August 8th 6:00-7:00  
	Learn to play Bocce Ball on a real course at a fancy restaurant! Coordinated through Kentwood Parks and Recreation Department and Special Olympics
	· Make new friends

· Learn a new sport

· Learn team skills
	Call the Kentwood Rec Department to sign up (656-5273). Cost $21

	Easter Seals: Life Skills class
	Call to learn more
	Easter Seals is developing a program on learning life skills for younger

kids, probably ages 11-16.  This would include skills like laundry, dishes, etc.  Possibly starting with a group of kids with Downs Syndrome this summer.  
	· Learn more about life skills and independent living
	Call Easter Seals at 942-2081

	AmBucs golf outing

@ the Pines Golf Course in Wyoming MI
	June 14 & 21
	AmBucs does a golf outing for kids with physical disabilities, at The Pines.  They are developing a program for next summer for kids with DD, in connection with Special Olympics.  


	· Learn to play golf

· Have fun with new friends

· Call to find out more
	Call AmBucs at 245-4980

	University of Michigan Bike Camp for Downs Syndrome youth in Grand Rapids Area
	Monday, June 20, 2005 through Friday, June 24, 2005
	Down Syndrome Association is hosting an adapted bike camp for kids with Down

Syndrome ages 8-20 who desire to ride a standard two-wheel bicycle.  
	· Learn to ride a two wheel bike!
	Contact Dr. Ulrich at (734)-936-2607


There’s a lot more cool stuff out there. If you have ideas of youth-focused activities for exploration and leadership, please contact me.
	Ron irvine (MI Connections Coordinator)
	ronaldirvine@kentisd.org or 301-6198



No Charge to Youth Enrolled in MiConnections


