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Overview of MI Connections in Kent County 
An enrichment program for Michigan’s Youth with Disabilities

MI Connections is a collaborative, community-based approach to improving outcomes for youth with disabilities through research-based best practices in career development and youth development.

Goal: Increase the successful post-secondary outcomes of youth with disabilities leading to active citizenship and economic self-sufficiency.

Funding: This project has been funded for five years by the US Department of Labor’s (Office of Disability Employment Policy) High School / High Tech grant with matching funds from Michigan Department of Labor and Economic Growth Rehabilitation Services and Michigan Department of Education.

Pilot: Kent County is piloting this statewide project, developing a strategic process that can be used throughout the state to assess needs and design the project for each community.

Steering Councils: Two levels of steering councils are being developed to guide the project. (1) State Steering Council, (2) Local Steering Council, Youth will be involved in both levels.

Youth Involvement: Youth are being involved throughout the development and implementation of MI Connections. Youth will not be seen simply as “customers” or “recipients”. They are included as “partners”. This is a “youth initiated and directed” approach to engaging youth in their future.

Four Design Features: According to the US Department of Labor, research indicates there are four categories (16 components) of activities that, if regularly engaged in by students, increase their likelihood of successful outcomes. (see design feature chart)

Environmental scan: As a first step in the strategic planning process, an environmental scan of Kent County high schools has been conducted to assess how we are doing with the “Four Design Features.” Community Resource Mapping is an ongoing activity, discovering untapped resources for youth with disabilities. The scan has highlighted our three areas of focus: youth leadership, mentoring, and entrepreneurship.

Student-Centered Planning Process: The core element of this project is a planning process for students that is built on Strategic Planning and Group Process Models. Through Mediated Learning, students will learn to plan and think more strategically. This process helps students to verbalize more clearly their interests and preferences.

Year Around Activities: Summer Experiences and ongoing acitivities throughout the year will be based on students’ interests, and preferences. The framework for these activities is the research-based four design features. These will provided through county-wide coordinated activities and local site-based activities that are youth initiated and directed.
For more information, please contact:

Ron Irvine

Kent County Coordinator

Mi connections

616.301.6198

Chuck Saur

Transition Coordinator

 Kent ISD

 616.365.2293
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