Student involvement in education

“If students feel some ownership in the school where they learn, we might have better attendance, fewer suspensions and more respect for keeping our building clean. Also, having a choice in how we are taught might make most students more enthusiastic about learning.”
- From a student group’s proposal for democracy in a district in Pennsylvania.

“When adults…think of students, they think of them as potential beneficiaries of change.  They think of achievement results, skills, attitudes, and jobs. They rarely think of students as participants in a process of school change and organizational life.”
- Michael Fullan

“We need to know what’s going to happen, to agree on what’s going on. Let us help   decide. Let us approve.” 
– A high school student in New York

“No one ever asks us our opinion. The truth is, we have the most to lose when our   schools aren’t working right, and the most to gain when they are.”
- A high school student in California

“We can give you respect. We are able to understand the issues. We can think for   ourselves. It’s our education. If we have a say, it will make a difference.”
- A high school student in Colorado

“I heard teachers talking about students, saying, ‘Those kids can’t do nothing.’ Kids want teachers who believe in them.”
- A middle school student in Pennsylvania

“[We] have not been listening much to children in these recent years of ‘summit conferences’ on education, of severe reports and ominous prescriptions. The voices of
children, frankly, have been missing from the whole discussion.”
- Jonathan Kozol

“It is not ‘utopian’ or ‘naïve’ to think that learners can make responsible decisions about their own learning; those words best describe the belief that any group of people will do
something effectively and enthusiastically when they are unable to make choices about that they are doing.”
- Alfie Kohn
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